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TITLE 46—SHIPPING

tives of private sector, experienced in operation of
these vessels, to ensure practicability of regulations,
and adding subsec. (f).
1984—Subsec. (b)(3). Pub. L. 98–557 substituted ‘‘this
chapter’’ for ‘‘the exemption’’.
EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1990 AMENDMENT
Pub. L. 101–595, title VI, § 602(f), Nov. 16, 1990, 104 Stat.
2992, provided that: ‘‘This section [amending this section and sections 2102, 3302, 5102, 8104, and 8702 of this
title, and enacting provisions set out as a note under
section 7306 of this title] is effective on the date of enactment of this section [Nov. 16, 1990] except as follows:
‘‘(1) The requirements imposed by section
3302(c)(4)(B) and (C) of title 46, United States Code,
(as enacted by subsection (b) of this section) is effective 6 months after the date of enactment of this Act.
‘‘(2) Before January 1, 1993, section 4502(c) (as
amended by subsection (c) of this section) does not
apply to a fish tender vessel engaged in the Aleutian
trade, if the vessel—
‘‘(A)(i) before September 8, 1990, operated in that
trade; or
‘‘(ii) before September 8, 1990, was purchased to be
used in that trade and, before June 1, 1992, entered
into service in that trade; and
‘‘(B) does not undergo a major conversion.
‘‘(3) Before January 1, 2003, a fish tender vessel is
exempt from chapter 51 of title 46, United States
Code, (as amended by subsection (d) of this section)
when engaged in the Aleutian trade, if the vessel—
‘‘(A)(i) before September 8, 1990, operated in that
trade; or
‘‘(ii) before September 8, 1990, was purchased to be
used in this trade and, before June 1, 1992, entered
into service in that trade;
‘‘(B) does not undergo a major conversion; and
‘‘(C) did not have a load line assigned at any time
before the date of enactment of this Act.
‘‘(4) The requirements imposed by section 8702(b)(2)
of title 46, United States Code, (as amended by subsection (e)(2)(B) of this section) are effective 1 year
after the date of enactment of this Act.’’
STUDIES REGARDING SAFETY OF FISHING VESSELS
Pub. L. 100–424, § 5(a), Sept. 9, 1988, 102 Stat. 1591, directed Secretary of Transportation, utilizing National
Academy of Engineering and in consultation with National Transportation Safety Board, Commercial Fishing Industry Vessel Advisory Committee, and fishing
industry, to conduct a study of safety problems on fishing industry vessels, and to make recommendations regarding whether a vessel inspection program could be
implemented for fishing vessels, fish tender vessels, and
fish processing vessels, including recommendations on
nature and scope of that inspection, and further provided for submission of the study and recommendations
to Congress before Jan. 1, 1990.
Pub. L. 100–424, § 5(b), Sept. 9, 1988, 102 Stat. 1591, directed Secretary of department in which Coast Guard is
operating, in consultation with Commercial Fishing Industry Vessel Advisory Committee established under
section 4508 of this title, and with representatives of
persons operating fish processing vessels to conduct a
study of fish processing vessels that are not surveyed
and classed by an organization approved by Secretary,
and to make recommendations regarding what hull and
machinery requirements could apply to such vessels to
ensure that those vessels are operated and maintained
in a condition in which they are safe to operate at sea,
and further provided for submission of such study and
recommendations to Congress before July 28, 1991.
TERRITORIAL SEA OF UNITED STATES
For extension of territorial sea of United States, see
Proc. No. 5928, set out as a note under section 1331 of
Title 43, Public Lands.

§ 4503

§ 4503. Fishing, fish tender, and fish processing
vessel certification
(a) A vessel to which this subsection applies
may not be operated unless the vessel—
(1) meets all survey and classification requirements prescribed by the American Bureau of Shipping or another similarly qualified
organization approved by the Secretary; and
(2) has on board a certificate issued by the
American Bureau of Shipping or that other organization evidencing compliance with this
subsection.
(b) Except as provided in subsection (d), subsection (a) applies to a fish processing vessel to
which this chapter applies that—
(1) is built after July 27, 1990; or
(2) undergoes a major conversion completed
after that date.
(c)(1) Except as provided in paragraph (2), subsection (a) applies to a vessel to which section
4502(b) of this title applies that is at least 50 feet
overall in length and is built after July 1, 2013.
(2) Subsection (a) does not apply to a fishing
vessel or fish tender vessel to which section
4502(b) of this title applies, if the vessel—
(A) is at least 50 feet overall in length, and
not more than 79 feet overall in length as listed on the vessel’s certificate of documentation
or certificate of number; and
(B)(i) is built after the date of the enactment
of the Coast Guard Authorization Act of 2016;
and
(ii) complies with—
(I) the requirements described in subsection (e); or
(II) the alternative requirements established by the Secretary under subsection (f).
(d)(1) After January 1, 2020, a fishing vessel,
fish processing vessel, or fish tender vessel to
which section 4502(b) of this title applies shall
comply with an alternate safety compliance program that is developed in cooperation with the
commercial fishing industry and prescribed by
the Secretary, if the vessel—
(A) is at least 50 feet overall in length;
(B) is built before July 1, 2013; and
(C) is 25 years of age or older.
(2) A fishing vessel, fish processing vessel, or
fish tender vessel built before July 1, 2013, that
undergoes a major conversion completed after
the later of July 1, 2013, or the date the Secretary establishes standards for an alternate
safety compliance program, shall comply with
such an alternative safety compliance program
that is developed in cooperation with the commercial fishing industry and prescribed by the
Secretary.
(3) Alternative safety compliance programs
may be developed for purposes of paragraph (1)
for specific regions and fisheries.
(4) Notwithstanding paragraph (1), vessels
owned by a person that owns more than 30 vessels subject to that paragraph are not required
to meet the alternate safety compliance requirements of that paragraph until January 1, 2030, if
that owner enters into a compliance agreement
with the Secretary that provides for a fixed
schedule for all of the vessels owned by that person to meet requirements of that paragraph by

