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TITLE 46—SHIPPING

(15) ‘‘marine environment’’ means—
(A) the navigable waters of the United
States and the land and resources in and
under those waters;
(B) the waters and fishery resources of an
area over which the United States asserts
exclusive fishery management authority;
(C) the seabed and subsoil of the outer
Continental Shelf of the United States, the
resources of the Shelf, and the waters
superjacent to the Shelf; and
(D) the recreational, economic, and scenic
values of the waters and resources referred
to in subclauses (A)–(C) of this clause.
(15a) ‘‘mobile offshore drilling unit’’ means a
vessel capable of engaging in drilling operations for the exploration or exploitation of
subsea resources.
(16) ‘‘motor vessel’’ means a vessel propelled
by machinery other than steam.
(17) ‘‘nautical school vessel’’ means a vessel
operated by or in connection with a nautical
school or an educational institution under section 558 of title 40.
(17a) ‘‘navigable waters of the United
States’’ includes all waters of the territorial
sea of the United States as described in Presidential Proclamation No. 5928 of December 27,
1988.
[(17b) Repealed. Pub. L. 109–304, § 15(2)(A),
Oct. 6, 2006, 120 Stat. 1702.]
(18) ‘‘oceanographic research vessel’’ means
a vessel that the Secretary finds is being employed only in instruction in oceanography or
limnology, or both, or only in oceanographic
or limnological research, including studies
about the sea such as seismic, gravity meter,
and magnetic exploration and other marine
geophysical or geological surveys, atmospheric research, and biological research.
(19) ‘‘offshore supply vessel’’ means a motor
vessel that regularly carries goods, supplies,
individuals in addition to the crew, or equipment in support of exploration, exploitation,
or production of offshore mineral or energy resources.
(20) ‘‘oil’’ includes oil of any type or in any
form, including petroleum, fuel oil, sludge, oil
refuse, and oil mixed with wastes except
dredged spoil.
(20a) ‘‘oil spill response vessel’’ means a vessel that is designated in its certificate of inspection as such a vessel, or that is adapted to
respond to a discharge of oil or a hazardous
material.
(20b) ‘‘overall in length’’ means—
(A) for a foreign vessel or a vessel engaged
on a foreign voyage, the greater of—
(i) 96 percent of the length on a waterline
at 85 percent of the least molded depth
measured from the top of the keel (or on a
vessel designed with a rake of keel, on a
waterline parallel to the designed waterline); or
(ii) the length from the fore side of the
stem to the axis of the rudder stock on
that waterline; and
(B) for any other vessel, the horizontal distance of the hull between the foremost part
of the stem and the aftermost part of the
stern, excluding fittings and attachments.
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(21) ‘‘passenger’’—
(A) means an individual carried on the vessel except—
(i) the owner or an individual representative of the owner or, in the case of a vessel
under charter, an individual charterer or
individual representative of the charterer;
(ii) the master; or
(iii) a member of the crew engaged in the
business of the vessel who has not contributed consideration for carriage and who is
paid for on board services;
(B) on an offshore supply vessel, means an
individual carried on the vessel except—
(i) an individual included in clause (i),
(ii), or (iii) of subparagraph (A) of this
paragraph;
(ii) an employee of the owner, or of a
subcontractor to the owner, engaged in the
business of the owner;
(iii) an employee of the charterer, or of
a subcontractor to the charterer, engaged
in the business of the charterer; or
(iv) an individual employed in a phase of
exploration, exploitation, or production of
offshore mineral or energy resources
served by the vessel;
(C) on a fishing vessel, fish processing vessel, or fish tender vessel, means an individual carried on the vessel except—
(i) an individual included in clause (i),
(ii), or (iii) of subparagraph (A) of this
paragraph;
(ii) a managing operator;
(iii) an employee of the owner, or of a
subcontractor to the owner, engaged in the
business of the owner;
(iv) an employee of the charterer, or of a
subcontractor to the charterer, engaged in
the business of the charterer; or
(v) an observer or sea sampler on board
the vessel pursuant to a requirement of
State or Federal law; or
(D) on a sailing school vessel, means an individual carried on the vessel except—
(i) an individual included in clause (i),
(ii), or (iii) of subparagraph (A) of this
paragraph;
(ii) an employee of the owner of the vessel engaged in the business of the owner,
except when the vessel is operating under
a demise charter;
(iii) an employee of the demise charterer
of the vessel engaged in the business of the
demise charterer; or
(iv) a sailing school instructor or sailing
school student.
(21a) ‘‘passenger for hire’’ means a passenger
for whom consideration is contributed as a
condition of carriage on the vessel, whether
directly or indirectly flowing to the owner,
charterer, operator, agent, or any other person
having an interest in the vessel.
(22) ‘‘passenger vessel’’ means a vessel of at
least 100 gross tons as measured under section
14502 of this title, or an alternate tonnage
measured under section 14302 of this title as
prescribed by the Secretary under section
14104 of this title—

